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Lesson Plan
Teacher: Jaime M. Salinas
Date: March 29, 2021
Subject / grade level: Social Studies/ 8th
Materials:
Nuevo Santander Map, Santander, Spain Map, Variety of Articles of the founding of Nuevo
Santander, Graphic organizer, video of Jose Escandon
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):
8.2 (A) Identify reasons for English, Spanish, and French exploration and colonization of
North America

Lesson objective(s):
1. TLW identify reasons why Spain colonized Nuevo Santander
2. TLW understand physical characteristics of the Rio Grande Valley that influenced
settlement.

Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs:
ELD students- whole class discussion, visuals, videos
SPED students- provide notes and short
summaries

ENGAGEMENT



Describe how you will use place-based and/or culturally relevant pedagogies to promote student engagement?
What kind of questions should the students ask themselves after the engagement?

On a globe invite students to find Spain and also the Rio Grande Valley. Ask, What do these
two places have in common? (Language, customs, etc) Ask, Do you think you can find
people in Spain with your same last name? Why do you think so? Prompt students to say
that this part of Texas was first founded by Spain.
Show students the video of Jose Escandon.
EXPLORATION




Describe what place-based hands-on activities you could use to encourage students to engage the content.
List “big idea” conceptual questions related to the content you can use to encourage students’ exploration of the lesson.

Show students a map of Nuevo Santander and ask: Where is this? Yes, this is our region,
the Rio Grande and part of Mexico. Why was this region named Nuevo Santander? Then
show the Map of Santander, Spain. Discuss how Spain owned this region since , but decided
to colonize it until Tell students they will identify reasons why the Spanish decided to settle it.
In groups of 3, have students read and discuss different article on the founding of Nuevo
Santander.

EXPLANATION




What questions could you pose to students before you precede to introduce the topic, themes or key terms?
What questions or techniques will you use to help students connect their own knowledge to the main topic and/or key concepts under
examination?
List higher order thinking questions you could use to solicit participation and engage students in discussion and provide their own
interpretations.

Each group will present to the class a summary of the article they read on the settlement of
Nuevo Santander. Together, the class will sort 3-4 major reasons why Spain founded Nuevo
Santander. Sort the information on a graphic organizer. Have a class discussion on the
physical characteristics of the Rio Grande Valley that influenced settlement.
Independent work:

ELABORATION




Describe how students will develop a more sophisticated understanding of the topics, themes or key concepts.
What vocabulary will be introduced and how will it connect to students’ observations and/or personal knowledge?
How will this knowledge be applied in their daily lives?

Ask students the following questions:
Why were 23 cities established in Northeastern Mexico in five years?
Was there a common plan for their foundation?
Did the settlers come from Spain as in earlier colonizations of Mexico?

EVALUATION


How will students demonstrate that they have achieved the lesson objective? This should be embedded throughout the lesson as well as at
the end of the lesson.

Have students write a short summary on the reasons why Spain colonized Nuevo
Santander.

